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other canals as the state of Maryland or Virginia, or the
Congress of the United States may authorise to be coa-
_ structed in conoexion with the Chesapeake and Ohio
_ Canal, the section of the said canal leading from the head
of the. Little Falls of the Potomac river, to the proposed
basin next above Georgetown, in the District of Colum- -
__bis, shall have the elevation above the tide of the river, at
. the head of the said Falls, and shall preserve, throughout
the whole section aforesaid, a breadth at the surface of
_the water of not less than sixty feet, and in depth, below
. the same, of not Icss than five feet, with a suitable breadth
and bottom.”
Nothing can be more clear than that the Legislatares of
Virginia, of Maryland, and of the United States, expected
“that some part of the canal and works would be coo-
-structed within the Dirtrict of Columbia; and, conse-
_quently, that they lid not mean to use the words * from”
and “at,” in their exclusive seose, they must be taken
_in their ordinary sense: and, taken in their ordinary,
sense, they authorise the company to commence the canal
on any part of the tide water in the District ot Columbia,
Who, then, is to determine the precise spot where they
* shall commence? Surely it must be the company; for they -
only have the right to make the canal, and they are bound
to make it within a certain time, under the penalty of 2
forfeiture of tneir charter. They must, therefore, act
nfpon the subject; and who shall coatrol their discreucs,
if they exercise it honestly? Lt is said that the object of
the charter was only to make the river navigable where it
~ Was not navigable pefore ; .and, as it was before navigable -
‘amile or two above Georgetown, the meaning of the
Legistature was, that they should commence the canal a
mile or two above that town. But the Legislatare has
gotsaid s0. The only limit they have imposcd to the discre=
tion of the company 1s, that they should Legin thetr canal
~ onthe tide water in the District of Columbia. Besides,
i that idea was to limit their powers, they would have
10 let their canal down 1nto the Potomac at every poiat
- where 1t is already navagable.
And, again, 1t 1s not probable, that when the Legisla-
. e was contemplating the great object of 2 national
 Yighway from the eastern to the wastern part of this con=
. tient, they would have occupicd themselves with an ex-
 ‘#mination of all the minute and local circumstances which
. @iust be taken into vicw to determine the precisc spot.
 where it would be best for all concerned that the canal




